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Criminal Countering of Financing of Terrorism in the Criminal
Legislations of the United Arab Emirates

Abstract

The study addresses the nature of criminal countering of financing of
terrorism in the criminal legislation of the United Arab Emirates. The researcher
have clarified the legislative policy adopted by the legislator in criminalizing the
financing of terrorism in accordance with Law No. 7 of 2014 concerning combating
terrorism crimes and Law No. 20 of 2018 concerning countering money laundering
crimes and combatting financing of terrorism and financing of unlawful
organizations .

The nature of the study has required to be divided into three main chapters,
the first chapter addresses the definition of financing terrorism through clarifying the
concept of financing terrorism in language, jurisprudence, law and legislation, and
distinguishing it from other crimes. The second chapter of this study addresses the
elements of the crime of financing terrorism and clarifying the material and moral
element therein. The third chapter deals with the penal and procedural provisions
determined by the UAE legislator for the crime of financing terrorism. The study has
concluded with a conclusion that has summarized the conclusions and
recommendations. Therefore, the study has concluded as follows :

First: A proposal has been made for the reformulation of articles 29 and 30 of
Law No. 7 of 2014 concerning combatting terrorism crimes to make them clearer and
to avoid repeated words and phrases. They are summarized as follows: The following
shall be punished by life imprisonment or temporary imprisonment for a period of
not less than ten years:

1. The one who provides, collects, prepares, obtains, facilitates obtaining,
acquires, receives, manages, invests, possesses, sends, transfers, deposits,
saves, uses or disposes of any funds, or performs any banking, financial or
commercial operation, in order to use these funds — and he knows that all or
some of these funds are going to be used in committing a terrorist crime, all or
some of these funds are obtained from committing a terrorist crime, or that all
or some of these funds are intended to finance a terrorist organization or a
terrorist, or owned by a terrorist organization or a terrorist, and he has been
aware of the fact, purpose or objective of the terrorist organization or the
terrorist
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2. The one who sends, transfers, deposits, changes, acquires, possesses, USEs,
manages, saves, invests, exchanges or conceals any funds to disguise their
illegal source, or conceals their place, method of disposition, movement,
ownership or rights, and he knows that all or some of these funds are obtained
from committing a terrorist crime, or that all or some of these funds are
intended to finance a terrorist organization or a terrorist, or owned by a terrorist
organization or a terrorist .

Secondly: A proposal has been made for adding articles on criminalization of
incitement, agreement and assistance in financing of terrorism as a form of the
original criminal contribution.

Thirdly: A proposal has been made for stipulating articles that criminalize
dealing in suspicious digital currencies as it has been proved that such currencies are
used as a means of financing terrorism. We propose that the authorities should issue
national digital currencies and issue legislations and laws to provide them with a
legal umbrella to regulate their circulation and control.

Fourth, A proposal has been made for adding articles on specifying the
aggravating circumstances in the crime of financing terrorism, which, in their turn,
would increase the penalty to death if a person finances a terrorist crime targeting the
safety of the head of state or a member of the Supreme Council of the Union,
military or nuclear facilities or places of worship; or in the event of using the funds,
which are the subject-matter of the crime, are used - actually - in killing a group of
people .

Keywords: Financing of Terrorist, Terrorist Crimes, Terrorist Organization, Money
Laundering.
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